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Welcome...  from the Revd Gill Alexander 
Welcome to our second Parish Newsletter which has been published as we journey through the season of Epiphany; the season when we stay and ponder more deeply 
the Christmas story after the rest of the world has packed Christmas away and got back to normal life again. Whilst we practise the virtue of waiting in Advent, the deep 
virtue of the Epiphany season is the virtue of wonder. 

Epiphany is a season of wonder. Through the weeks of Epiphany, we wonder about three wonders, the ‘star of wonder’ that guided the Magi, the Baptism of Christ, and 
the Wedding at Cana – three great stories which mark what the early Church called in Greek the Epiphanous; what we would translate as the manifestation of Christ to 
the world. 

Wonders indeed. 

At St Cuthbert’s we will bring our Epiphany wonderings together when we meet for a special service at Haydon Old Church at 3pm on Sunday 29th of January to mark 
the Feast of Candlemas, when we remember the Presentation of Christ in the Temple and that he was revealed to Simeon and Anna as ‘a light  for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for the Glory of God’s People Israel.’ We will light candles in the encircling gloom as a reminder that the flame of God’s love consumes the darkness and fills 
us and frees us to go in peace, just as God promised. I hope as many of you as possible will brave the elements and join us for this special service. 
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Haydon Old Church… A very special 
return to a very special place 

Next week will provide a 

great opportunity to not 

only visit Haydon Old 

Church, but to experience 

a special service there.  

 

The Revd Gill Alexander will 

lead a celebration of the Feast 

of Candlemas at the historic 

place of worship on Sunday 

29th January, at 3pm.  

 

Most people with connections 

to Haydon Bridge, churchgoer 

or not, are very fond of the vil-

lage’s rich past and the land-

marks which represent it.  

Haydon Old Church is a glori-

ous relic of the original village 

of Haydon before the settle-

ment moved down into the 

valley and the new church was 

built in 1796.  

 

The Old Church stands all on 
its own in a beautiful walled 
churchyard, surrounded by 
fields. An avenue of clipped 
yews conducts you into its 
heart from the road, as if up 
the nave of a long dark church. 
From the churchyard wall, you 
can see the modern village 
stretched out below, with the 
river, railway and main road 
snaking through the valley. 
You feel this churchyard is a 
very ancient place. Might it 
date from as far back as Ro-
man or at least pre-Saxon 
times? 
 
The Church’s dedication could 
suggest so. Most medieval 
churches dedicated to St Cuth-
bert preserve a memory either 
of the saint himself or his rel-
ics. In places where Cuthbert 

preached, there is often a 
church dedicated to him, e.g. 
at Edinburgh and Carlisle.  
 
The church was once larger 
than it is now. All that survives 
is the chancel, sanctuary and 
side-chapel. The rest was de-
molished late in the eighteenth 
century to provide stone for 
the new church being con-
structed down the hill. But the 
Victorian restoration success-
fully created a building with its 
own integrity and beauty.  
 
The main part of the church 
dates from the twelfth century, 
while the side chapel is of the 
fourteenth. Its simplicity and 
isolated setting are its great 
appeal, enhanced when ser-
vices take place there as they 
regularly do, by the absence of 
electric light and any form of 
heating. 
 
Among its furnishings, the 
most remarkable is the font. It 
consists of a Roman altar (to 
an unknown god) hollowed out 
to contain water for baptism. 
(Altars were not infrequently 
unearthed by Victorian ar-
chaeologists near the Roman 
Wall).  
 
Indeed, Haydon parish in-
cludes a rare survival from Ro-
man Britain, the temple to the 
god Mithras at Carrawburgh 
by the Roman fort of Brocolitia 
on the Military Road to the 
north: maybe this altar was 
connected with that site? 
Among those to have been 
baptised in it was Haydon’s 
native painter of huge apoca-
lyptic canvasses, John Martin, 
who was born in Land Ends 
Cottage on the other side of 
the bridge in 1789. 

A WELCOME RETURN 

Such is the significance 

of Haydon Old Church, 

it has continued to be 

used for occasional ser-

vices for generations.  

The pandemic led to 

unprecedented changes 

across the world, and 

our parish was no ex-

ception.  

Now in 2023, we are 

planning a return to 

this very special place, 

starting with a service 

to celebrate the Feast of 

Candlemas, on Sunday 

29th January at 3pm.  

 

A service by candlelight at 

Haydon Old Church. 



 3 

Golden hour 

 

A ‘golden hour’ sunset over the old bridge. Photo by Michael Sadgrove.  

The days are getting longer. 
But slowly - it’s only when 
we’re well into February that 
the rate at which they length-
en speeds up towards the 
spring equinox. We wouldn’t 
be human if we didn’t look 
forward to spring.  
 
But meanwhile, let’s try to be 
present to this time of year. 
Photographers love the light 
of winter - the low sun creat-
ing long shadows, buildings 
and landscape lit as if by 
stage lighting, and best of all, 
what’s called the Golden 
Hour - the hour after sunrise 
and before sunset when eve-
rything is bathed in a gor-
geous golden glow (if the sun 
is shining, that is….).  
 
January means the season of 
Epiphany, the weeks follow-
ing Christmas when we re-
flect on the disclosure of 
God’s glory in Jesus Christ to 
all the world.  

“Three wonders mark this 
holy day” says the Epiphany 
antiphon. It means the three 
manifestations of light and 
glory that we find near the 
beginning of the gospels: the 
journey of the Magi to find 
the Holy Child, the baptism 
of Jesus, and the turning of 
water into wine at the wed-
ding feast at Cana in Galilee. 
It may be winter, but Epiph-
any is a season with its glow 
of light and warmth.  
 
And Epiphany culminates in 
the celebration that brings 
the forty days of Christmas 
to an end: Candlemas on 
2nd February, the festival 
that commemorates how 
Mary and Joseph brought 
the Infant Jesus to the Tem-
ple to be blessed, when Sim-
eon proclaimed him to be “a 
light for revelation to the 
nations”.  Which is why we 
light candles on that day and 
allow their gentle golden   

light to warm our hearts and 
lift our spirits before it’s time 
to set out on the journey of 
Lent.  
 
I think of Epiphany as a kind 
of extended morning golden 
hour, the sunrise of wonder 
with which each new year 
dawns. The photographer 
and pilgrim in me do not 
want a light that is too 
strong, too harsh and fierce, 
but a more gentle kind of il-
lumination that invites me to 
look into it without fear and 
journey on in trust and hope. 
Enough light to take the next 
step; enough to dispel the 
immediate darkness that 
surrounds me, but not so 
much that I risk being blind-
ed by it. “Lead kindly light” 
wrote St John Henry New-
man in the much-loved 
hymn. “I do not ask to see / 
the distant scene; one step 
enough for me.”  
 
This seems to me to be the 
quality of light our Epiphany 
and Candlemas celebrations 
dwell on. There’s something 
humble and intimate that 
shines out of the stories of 
glory we tell at this time of 
year, whether it’s the Magi 
coming to a child’s humble 
crib, Jesus’ baptism in a 
muddy river or the provision 
of wine at a village wedding. 
They teach me that even in 
the things of everyday life, 
there can be a presence, a 
radiance, a glow that allows 
them to speak of God. 
“Heaven in ordinary” the po-
et George Herbert called it.  
 
Sometimes, it takes us by 
surprise, like a burst of win-
ter sunshine after a gloomy 
day. And our hearts are 
strangely warmed… and we 
find we can sing again.  
 
 
Michael Sadgrove  
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

The Revd Dr John Har-
rison is something of an 
all-rounder. A railway 
enthusiast, climatolo-
gist and candlemaker, 
he’s perhaps best 
known in Haydon 
Bridge as the local quiz-
master.  

There was nothing churchy 
about John’s childhood. 
Growing up in Crewe in 
Cheshire, most of his family 
and friends were employed 
on the railway. Naturally, he 
wanted to follow in their 
footsteps. He didn’t, but 
railways remain a serious 
hobby. 

He could also have joined 
the Met Office, for the 
young John took a keen in-
terest in the environment 
and in particular, the 
weather. He went on to 
graduate as a climatologist 
in 1968 and achieved a PhD 
in mountain climates in 
Wales. 

John became a university 
academic specialising in cli-
matology, based initially at 
Portsmouth Polytechnic, 
then at Stirling University 
where he helped to establish 
the Department of Environ-
mental Science. He wrote a 
considerable number of sci-
entific books on climatolo-
gy, contributing to the na-
tional press, as well as BBC 
radio and TV.  

“As a student I did not have 
any Christian beliefs,” ad-

mitted John. “A chance en-
counter with a community 
chaplain while at Ports-
mouth, who subsequently 
became the bishop of Bath 
and Wells, began an in-
volvement with the Church 
of  England.  

“I helped to fundraise for a 

new building, started a par-
ish newsletter and it set me 
on the road to a deeper 
commitment to Christian 
work.” 

During their time in Ports-
mouth, John and his wife 
Averil had two children, 
Ruth in 1972,  and Michael 
three years later. 

The family moved to Scot-
land in 1978 as John took 
up a new environmental sci-
ence post at Stirling, where 
they remained for 24 years.  

“I became actively involved 
in Christian ministry in the 
Scottish Episcopal Church –
as an ordained but non-
stipendiary (unpaid) priest 
in Perth Cathedral in 1991,” 

 

The Revd Dr John Harrison. 

Climatology to Candles                                  

The Revd John Harrison 

“As a student I 

did not have any 

Christian beliefs.” 

The Rev Dr John 

Harrison 

 

Perhaps you pur-
chased one of 
John’s Christmas 
candles which 
were on sale at 
the Community 
Centre in Decem-
ber?  

 
 

 

 

Contact St Cuthbert’s 

Follow our page on Facebook 

‘St Cuthbert’s Haydon 

Bridge’ 

Follow us on Twitter 

@StCHaydonBridge 

Visit                                         

parishesbythewall.org.uk 

Email:                                            

joseph.tulip123@yahoo.co.uk 
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explained John, recalling 
his time north of the Bor-
der. 

“I served mainly in evangel-
ical churches and also had a 
wider brief to serve in some 
wonderful churches in the 
Scottish Highlands. 

“While serving briefly in 
Callander (Trossachs) I was 
offered a very large quantity 
of old altar candles which 
started my candle-making 
interests in 1994.” 

There was a major career 
shift for John after the turn 
of the Millennium. In 2002 
he retired from academic 
life and took on the post of 
Priest-in-Charge (vicar) of 
Spittal and Scremerston, 
two Church of England par-
ishes just to the south of 
Berwick upon Tweed. 

While in Spittal he became 
involved with the Local Im-
provement Trust and estab-
lished the community news-
letter ‘The Point’.  

John’s unexpected interest 
in candle making saw him 
establish Candles4Charity 
in the mid-1990s. The small 
venture gives 80 percent of 
annual profit to charitable 
causes. This continued long 
after John retired from the 
church full time in 2010, 
when he and Averil moved 
to Plunderheath near Hay-
don Bridge.  

John’s candles are always 

infused with colourful crea-
tions.  Perhaps you pur-
chased one of John’s Christ-
mas candles which were on 
sale at the Community Cen-
tre in December?  

John is also a familiar face 
at local venues for his chal-
lenging quizzes – another 
pastime which he said hap-
pened quite by chance.  

“I was standing in at a pub 
quiz in Spittal,” he ex-
plained. “It began an in-
volvement with charity 
fundraising through quiz-
zes. This has continued here 
in Tynedale – initially at 
The Railway and then the 
General Havelock and other 
venues.”  

John has raised around 
£20,000 over the years with 
his candle making endeav-
ours. 

Over the years he has also 
undertaken various spon-
sored walks and runs. John 
once even walked in a wed-
ding dress on Hadrian’s 
Wall between Twice Brewed 
and Housesteads.  

Meet the academic, the clergyman and the charity 

fundraiser best known as the local quizmaster 
DIOCESAN 

NEWS 

Next Bishop 

is on the way 

The Diocese of Leeds 

bade a fond farewell to 

Bishop Helen-Ann 

Hartley, after she left 

her suffragan role of 

five years as the Bish-

op of Ripon.  

Helen-Ann is moving 

north to become Dioc-

esan Bishop of New-

castle.   

On Saturday 22nd 

April, at 3pm, her In-

stallation Service as 

the 13th Bishop of 

Newcastle will take 

place at Newcastle Ca-

thedral.  

Helen-Ann will not 

pick up formal duties 

until after her Installa-

tion has taken place.  

In the meantime, Bish-

op Mark Wroe will 

continue as acting 

Bishop, while Helen-

Ann will spend time 

getting to know our 

Diocese in more infor-

mal meetings and 

gatherings.  

The new Bishop’s 

forthcoming appoint-

ment was announced 

last October.  She 

toured the Diocese 

with Mark Wroe, visit-

ing Hexham Abbey. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

KEY HELPERS DURING 
THE VACANCY 

When the Revd Dr Ben-
jamin Carter left St Cuth-
bert’s to become Canon 
Warden at Carlisle Ca-
thedral in the spring of 
2021, it represented an 
exciting new chapter and 
a huge opportunity for a 
popular family man who 
made a big impression 
on the benefice during 
his six years here.    

Benjamin has been great-
ly missed by us all, and 
his departure left a va-
cancy for a vicar which 
has yet to be officially 
filled.  

The Revd Gill Alexander 
has stepped into the 
breach and done a re-
markable job in the in-
terim period.  

Gill is the first to admit 
that her role would not 
work without the dedica-
tion of church wardens 
and other volunteers.  

The team also includes 
visiting ministers who 
have carried out services 
regularly at St Cuth-
bert’s, embracing com-
munity life at the same 
time.  

Here we speak to 
some of those visiting 
ministers—to thank 
them for their dedica-
tion and commit-
ment, and also to 
hear their story about 
what brought them to 
St Cuthbert’s and 
what makes it so spe-
cial.  

The Revd Janet Jackson                                            
and The Revd Michael Jackson 

As their names might sug-

gest, Janet and Michael 

Jackson have appeared at 

many other venues away 

from St Cuthbert’s.  

But this husband and wife 

team, who originally hail from 

Bradford and met as teenagers 

at their local church youth 

club, were together even be-

fore their famous namesakes 

became icons.  

Having become well known 

faces at St Cuthbert’s, Janet 

and Michael have been in-

volved for the best part of a 

decade and their contributions 

have been greatly valued.  

“We were the original Jack-

sons,” said Michael with a 

smile, while Janet admitted 

that talk of their names has 

proved a good ice breaker dur-

ing services over the years.  

“We enjoy coming to Haydon 

Bridge,” said Janet.  

“Unfortunately it’s not a large 

congregation at present but 

the people are very faithful, 

friendly and very appreciative. 

It’s good to know that we are 

contributing.” 

After singing in his church 

choir as a youngster, Michael 

went on to become a civil engi-

neer, predominantly in bridge 

design and construction. 

The career saw Michael travel 

as far afield as Hong Kong. He 

worked on high profile pro-

jects including the Mersey 

Tunnel. He was the resident 

engineer during the construc-

tion of the Hexham bypass be-

tween 1974 and 1977 and drew 

up the preliminary designs.  

Michael went on to teach civil 

engineering at Newcastle Uni-

versity, but took a different 

path in 1984 when he was or-

dained.  

“With work and family life we 

had drifted away from the 

church,” said Michael. “After 

going back as parents we real-

ised there was something there 

that we needed.” 

Upon being recommended for 

ordination, Michael said he 

was initially unwilling to give 

up his day job, as well as the 

knowledge, trust and respect 

he’d gained while establishing 

himself as an engineer.  

But he felt called and put aside 

any concerns about starting a 

new career at the age of 40 to  

Revd Janet and Revd Michael 

Jackson. 
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do what he felt God wanted of 

him.  

“When you get that call from 

God, you can’t really say ‘no’,” 

admitted Michael. “But I dedi-

cated myself to it. I enjoyed it 

and came to realise that I 

could do it and do it well.” 

Michael served as a vicar at 

Millfield in Sunderland and 

latterly as vicar of Ponteland 

for 12 years, before retiring at 

the age of 63 in 2007.  

It was at this point when the 

couple moved to their current 

home in Hexham, having ini-

tially arrived in the North East 

as far back as 1970.  

Janet set up a counselling ser-

vice in her local medical centre 

and worked as a counsellor for 

seven years before her ordina-

tion in 1996, after which she 

combined her career skills and 

Christian faith to great effect.  

The bulk of Janet’s ministry 

was as a chaplain at St Os-

wald’s Hospice, where she 

served for 13 years, before 

joining Tynedale Hospice at 

Home in Hexham. There, Ja-

net set up a much-needed be-

reavement service to support 

children, adults and families.  

Janet was handed an unex-

pected privilege when she was 

named in the Queen’s New 

Year’s Honours List in January 

2019, for services to bereaved 

families.  

Her work involved establish-

ing the Forever Parents group 

for bereaved parents, based at 

Hexham Abbey.  

Janet was really touched to 

discover that those mums and 

dads, despite suffering unim-

aginable devastation, were the 

very people who nominated 

her for the honour.  

Some of those parents went on 

to establish a local branch of 

The Compassionate Friends 

support group.  

Janet said: “It’s incredible that 

after all they had gone 

through, those parents who 

had lost sons and daughters 

from babies to 40+ wanted to 

recognise me. It was a huge 

honour.” 

Her role at the hospice was 

initially a secular one, but 

eventually her Christian con-

nections were recognised as 

Janet was made the hospice’s 

chaplain.  

Now happily retired, the Jack-

sons remain active and enjoy 

combining their church com-

mitments with spending time 

with their grandchildren.   

The musical connections do 

not stop with the King of Pop 

for the Jackson 2, as Michael 

referred to the couple.  

For their daughter Emma will 

be known to followers of popu-

lar music in the mid to late 

1990s. She was bass guitarist 

for the Sunderland band 

Kenickie which had hit records 

and featured several times on 

TV. Emma is now a senior lec-

turer in sociology. Janet and 

Michael are quite clear that 

they have no intention of re-

launching as a pop duo! 
 

‘The musical con-

nections do not 

stop with the King 

of Pop for the 

Jackson 2, as    

Michael referred 

to the couple. 

For their daughter 

Emma will be 

known to follow-

ers of popular mu-

sic.’  
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Forthcoming               
Services  

Service of Christian 

Unity                            

This will take place on 

Sunday 29th January. 

It will be led by Deacon 

Anne Taylor at the 

Methodist church and 

will begin at 10.30am.  

Celebration of the 

Feast of Candlemas  

Join The Reverend Gill          

Alexander at Haydon 

Old Church for a cele-

bration of the Feast of 

Candlemas on 29th 

January at 3pm.  

 

St Cuthbert’s news round-up 

 

St Cuthbert’s Church             

Calendars and 

postcards                    

These are available from 

the church and also at 

Claire’s and Oddfellows 

Coffee. Calendars are 

£6. Postcards £1.  

 

 

Services in February at St 

Cuthbert’s 

February 5th at 10.30am:       

Holy Communion with               

The Reverend Michael Jackson.  

February 12th at 10.30am: 

Special morning service on   

creation led by Ken Newitt 

(Reader).                                 

February 19th at 10.30am: 

Holy Communion with The        

Reverend Canon Mary Warner 

(President) and                       

The Reverend Nigel Warner 

(Preacher). 

February 22nd at 7pm:       

Ash Wednesday. Holy Com-

munion with imposition of   

ashers, with                                    

The Reverend Gill Alexander.  

February 26th at 10.30am: 

Holy Communion with               

The Reverend Gill Alexander.   

 

Storybook Church  

Thanks to those who attended Sto-

rybook Church on 8th January, 

where the children focused on the 

journey of the wise men as they 

followed the star to find the infant 

Jesus.  

Storybook Church takes place on 

the second Sunday of every month 

and will return on 12th Febru-

ary. Children and families are 

welcome so please spread the 

word and encourage people to get 

involved.  

Food bank 

Thanks to everyone who 

contributed to a reverse 

Advent calendar in Decem-

ber, by making a donation 

to the local food bank via a 

collection point at the Co-

op. The good news is that 

we can still give what we 

can, when we can in 2023.  

 

Valentine’s night musi-

cal fundraiser 

Following on from the suc-
cessful  concert A Trip 
Down Rock & Roll 
Memory Lane given by Ste-
ve Foti and The Wingettes last 
September, a romantic even-
ing is now planned for a                           
St Valentine's Candle-
light Supper with the music 
of vintage love songs. 

Steve and the Wingettes will 
return to The General 
Havelock Inn for the even-
ing, on 14th February at 
7pm, which will once again 
be in aid of St Cuthbert’s 
Church and Ukraine. 

September’s event raised al-
most £1,000, thanks to ad-
mission charges and the sale 
of CDs featuring the live per-
formance soundtrack.  

The Valentine’s evening will 
cost £23 per person and will 
include a three course supper. 
Tickets are available at the 
Havelock and Claire’s Newsa-
gents.  

 

Contact us 

See page 4 for full 

details.  Everyone 

is very welcome at        

St Cuthbert’s  


